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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE RENEWED BAN ON EXPORT PHILIPPINE 

COMMERCE ONCE AGAIN HAS RECEIVED INQUIRIES FROM INTER- 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RATTAN MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS 
REGARDING A REPORTEDLY PLANNED COMPLETE BAN ON THE EXPORT 
FROM THE PHILIPPINES OF RATTAN POLES. SUCH A BAN, ON THE 
SURFACE, WOULD SEEM TO RUN CONTRARY TO OTHER REPORTS OF 
SECOND THOUGHTS REGARDING THE COMPLETE BAN ON EXPORTS OF 
LOGS AS OF JANUARY 1, 1976, BECAUSE OF CURRENT ECONOMIC 
TRENDS. PLEASE ADVISE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE; KISSINGER 
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